surface dipole layer
Particles in the surface region of a phase are subjected to orienting forces
as a result of the anisotropic force field. Polar molecules (e.g. permanent
dipoles) may thus be preferentially oriented in the surface region, while
polarizable molecules may be polarized (induced dipoles). The array of
oriented polar and/or polarized moleculesis called the surface dipole layer
with which an eectric potential drop is associated, called the surface
potential of the phase.
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