Saytzeff rule
Dehydrohal ogenation of secondary- and tertiary-alkyl halides proceeds by
the preferential remova of the -hydrogen from the carbon that has the
smallest number of hydrogens. Originally formulated by A. Saytzeff (Zait-
sev) to generalize the orientation in B-elimination reactiors of alkyl hal-
ides, this rule has been extended and modified, as follows. When two or
more olefins can be produced in an elimination reaction, the thermody-
namically most stable akene will predominate. Exceptions to the Saytzeff
rule are exemplified by the Hofmann rule.

See also Markownikoff rule.
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