mass transfer (in biotechnology)

Spontaneous (irreversible) process of transfer of mass across non-homo-
geneous fields. The driving force can be difference in concentration (in
liquids) or partia pressure (in gases) of the component. In fluids, mass
transfer may be enhanced by turbulent flow. In biological systems, mass
transfer through membranes may result from normal diffusion, facilitated
diffusion or active transport.
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