amphipathic

The property of surface activity isusually dueto the fact that the molecules
of the substance are amphipathic or amphiphilic, meaning that each con-
tains both a hydrophilic and a hydrophobic (lipophilic) group. This as-
sumes that one of the two phases is aqueous, and the other non-aqueous.
If both are non-aqueous (e.g. oil/air), molecules containing organophilic
and organophobic groups may be amphipathic and surface active.
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